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The Mustang Messenger 
Empowering Every Learner 

Math Involves Reading, Too 

Math and reading may not seem alike, but they have plenty in 

common. Explain to your child that math and reading both use 

languages. To focus on both at once, read books about math, 

such as The Smushy Bus by Leslie Helakoski. Talk about the 

mathematical concepts in the book with your child. Connect what 

you read to real life.  

 
Source: A.K. Balas, “The Mathematics and Reading Connection,” ericdi-

gests.org, niswc.com/math_and_ reading. 
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Title I School 

Recommendations for Lower Elementary Readers:  

 

• Goldie and the Three Hares by Margie Palatini (Katherine Tegen 

Books). After being chased by the Three Bears, Goldilocks shows 

up in the Three Hares’ house!  

• The Bear Ate Your Sandwich by Julia Sarcone-Roach (Knopf Books 

for Young Readers). When a bear finds a finds a truck filled with 

berries, he eats them all—and falls asleep. See what surprise is 

in store after the bear wakes up! 
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Equity Statement 

The Carlisle Area School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not discriminate on the 

basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, genetic information, religion or handicap in 

its activities, programs or employment practices as required by applicable law. 

 

No person shall on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, genetic               

information, religion or handicap be excluded from participation in or be subject to discrimination in any    

program or activity funded, in whole or in part, by federal funds.  For information regarding civil rights and 

grievance procedures, contact Ms. Christina M. Spielbauer, Title IX Coordinator, Section 504 Coordinator, at 

623 West Penn Street, Carlisle, PA 17013-2298.  (717) 240-6800.  For information regarding services,        

activities, and facilities that are accessible to and usable by handicapped persons, contact Ms. Christina M. 

Spielbauer, Title IX Coordinator, Section 504 Coordinator. 

Help Your Child Relax About Reading 

Learning to read—and maintaining reading skills—can be a chal-

lenge, so it’s important to remind your child that reading is fun. 

Start by encouraging reading for pleasure at home. Look for 

books and magazines that:  

• Explore your child’s interests.  

• Satisfy her curiosity.  

• Use skills she has mastered.  

To help her feel relaxed while she reads instead of feeling like 

she’s “working,” set up a special, cozy reading place. Show her 

that you love reading, too. Schedule a family reading time, such 

as half an hour before bedtime. If your child complains about 

her reading, look for different reading materials together. Ask a 

librarian or her teacher for help. 

Source: B.B. Swanson, “How Can I Improve My Child’s Reading?” KidSource OnLine, niswc.com/

relax_reading_strategies. 

Family Resource Center 

Our school offers many literacy and some math resources such as games 
and flashcards in our Title I Family Resource Center. Your child’s teacher 
may send a note home indicating specific areas where your child may 
benefit from items in the center. You may visit the resource center, which 
is located in our school’s library, during the day to check out items. In   
addition, we have items displayed in the cases outside the office which 
you can check out. Please contact our Title I Literacy Coach, Mrs. Bieber,  
at bieberm@carlisleschools.org if you would like more information.  
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Have Detailed Conversations with Your Child to 
Deepen Reading Comprehension 

To help your child get the most out of books, talk about them  

before, during and after she reads:  

• Before reading, look at the title and jacket description. Where 

does the story take place? Is there a conflict in it? What does 

your child think will happen in the story? Why?  

• While reading, discuss the characters and plot. What are the 

main characters like? Does your child agree with their          

decisions? What does she think might happen next?  

 After finishing, make conclusions. Did the story end the way 

your child expected? What alternate endings can she imagine? 

What does she think was the author’s point in writing the 

story? 

 Source: “Appropriate Reading Discussions for Children,” Math and Reading Help, niswc.com/reading_comprehension_questions.  

Recommendations for Upper Elementary Readers:  

 

• Ratfink by Marcia Thornton Jones (Dutton Children’s Books). As 

Logan begins fifth grade, he’s determined to have a different 

kind of year. But with so much changing in his life, that may be 

hard to achieve.  

• Almost Super by Marion Jensen (Harper). All members of the 

Bailey family get a superpower when they are 12—and they are 

prepared to use their powers to save the world. 


